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'The book is about find ing out what is tru ly important to your 

rea l  spi ritua l  self, rather than being i n undated with material 

possess ions.' - M iche l le  Yeoh, lead actress of Crouching 

Tiger, Hidden Dragon, in TIME Magazine 
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'S imp le  ru les for reach i ng one's  potenti a l. '  - The Halifax 
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'Sh a rma gu ides rea ders toward e n l ightenment.' - The 

Chronicle-Herald 

'A wonderf u l ly crafted pa rab le  revea l i ng a set of s imp le  

yet  surprisi ngly potent ideas  for improv i ng the qua l ity of 

anyone's l ife. I 'm recommending this gem of a book to a l l  of 

my c l ients. '  - George Wi l l i ams, president, Karat Consu lting 
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'Robin Sharma offers personal  fu lfi l lment a long the spi ritual  
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'Very informative, easy to read and extremely he lpfu l ... We 
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as t o  store operators. T h e  feedback h a s  been very positive.' 
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'Robin  Sharma has a neat, down-to-ea rth way of expressing 

his  powerf u l  so l utions fo r today's most press ing leadership 

issues. This is so refreshing in a period when businesspeople 

a re fa ced with so m u ch jargo n.'  - lan  Turner, m a nager, 

Celestica Learn ing Centre 

'Th is boo k is a go ld m i n e  of wisdom a nd com mon sense. '  

- Dean La rry Tapp, R i ch a rd lvey Schoo l of B u s i n ess, 

Un iversity of Western Onta rio 

'A terrif ic  boo k that w i l l  help any bus inessperson lead and 

l ive more effectively.' - J i m  O'Ne i l l, d i rector of operatio ns, 

District Sa les Divis ion, London L ife 

'Sharma's m i ssion is to provide the reader with the ins ight 

to beco m e  a v i s io n a ry leader, he lp ing the m  tra nsfo rm 

the i r  business into an organ ization that thrives i n  th is era of 
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To my son ,  Col by, 

who is my da i ly  rem inder of a l l  that is 

good in  this world .  B less You .  
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Chapter One 

The Wake-Up Call 

He co l l a psed right in the middle of a packed cou rtroom . 

H e  was one of th is  cou ntry's most d i sti n g u ished tri a l  

lawyers. He was a lso a man who was as wel l  known for the 

th ree-thousand-dol lar  Ita l i an  su its that draped his wel l -fed 

fra m e  as for h i s  rem a rkable stri ng of lega l  v ictories. I 

s imply stood there,  para lyzed by the shock of what I had 

just witnessed . The great Ju l ian Mantle had been reduced 

to a vict im and was n ow squ i rm ing  on the ground l i ke a 

he lp less infa nt, shak ing and sh ivering  and sweati ng l i ke a 

man iac.  

Everyth ing seemed to move in  s low motion from that 

point on.  "My God,  J u l ia n 's i n  troub le !"  his para l ega l  

screa med, emotiona l ly offering us a b l i nd ing g l i m pse of 

the obvious.  The judge looked pa n ic-stricken and qu ickly 

m uttered someth ing i nto the private phone she had had 

insta l led i n  the event of a n  emergency. As for me, I cou ld 

on ly  sta nd there,  dazed and confused . Please don 't die, 

you old fool. It's too early for you to check out. You don 't 

deserve to die like this. 
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2 Robins. Shanna 

The ba i l iff, who earl ier  had looked as if he had been 

emba l m ed in  h is stand ing position ,  leapt into act ion and 

sta rted to perform CPR on the fa l len lega l hero .  The para

legal was at his s ide, her long blond cu rls dang l ing  over 

J u l ia n 's ruby-red face, offering h i m  soft words of comfo rt, 

words that he obviously cou ld  not hear. 

I had known J u l i a n  for seventeen years. We had fi rst 

met when I was a young law student h i red by one of h is  

partners as a summer research i ntern . Back then ,  he 'd  had 

it a l l .  He  was a bri l l i a nt, ha ndsome and fea rless tri a l  attor

ney with d reams of greatness. J u l i a n  was the fi rm's young 

sta r, the  ra in-maker in  waiti ng .  I can sti l l  remember wa l k

ing  by h is  reg a l  corner office wh i le  I was work ing late one 

n ight  a n d  stea l i n g  a g l i m pse of the fra med q u otat ion 

perched on h i s  massive oak desk.  I t  was by Winston 

Church i l l  and it spoke volumes a bout the man that J u l i a n  

was:  

Sure I am that this day we are masters of our fate, that 

the task which has been set before us is not above our 

strength; that its pangs and toils are not beyond my 

endurance. As long as we have faith in our own cause 

and an unconquerable will to win, victory will not be 

denied us. 

J u l i a n  a l so wa l ked h i s  ta l k .  He was tou g h ,  h a rd-d rivi n g  

and wi l l i ng  t o  work eighteen-hour days for t h e  success he 

bel ieved was h i s  dest iny. I heard th rough the g ra pevine 

that h i s  g randfather had been a promi nent senator and 
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The Monk Who Sold His Ferrari 3 

h is  father a h i g h ly respected judge of the Federa l Cou rt.  

I t  was obvious that he ca me from money and that there 

were enormous expectat ions we i g h i n g  on h i s  Arman i 

c l ad  shoulders. I ' l l  admit one  th ing though :  he ran h is  own 

race. He was determ ined to do th ings h is  own way - and 

he loved to put on a show. 

J u l i a n 's outrageous courtroom th eatrics reg u l a rly 

made the front pages of the newspa pers.  The rich and 

fa mous flocked to his s ide whenever they needed a 

superb legal  tactic ian with an aggressive edge. H is extra

cu rricu l a r  activit ies were proba bly as we l l  known . Late

n ight  visits to the city's finest resta u ra nts with sexy young 

fash ion models,  or reckless dr ink ing  esca pades with the 

rowdy band of brokers he ca l led his "demol it ion tea m," 

became the stuff of legend at the fi rm . 

I sti l l  ca n 't fig u re out why he picked me to work with 

him on that sensationa l  m u rder case he was to a rgue that 

fi rst summer. Though I had graduated from H a rva rd Law 

Sch oo l ,  h i s  a l m a  mater, I certa i n ly wasn't the brig htest 

i ntern at the fi rm,  and my fa m i ly ped igree reflected n o  

b lue  b lood . My father spent h i s  w h o l e  l ife as a secu rity 

g u a rd with a loca l bank  after a stint  in the M a ri n es.  My 

mother g rew up unceremon iously in the Bronx. 

Yet h e  did p ick me over a l l  the others who had been 

q u iet ly l obbyi n g  h i m  for the privi lege of being his lega l  

g ofe r o n  what beca m e  known a s  "th e  Mother  of A l l  

M u rder Tria l s" :  he  sa id he  l i ked m y  "hunger." W e  won ,  

o f  cou rse,  a n d  t h e  b u s i n ess execut ive w h o  h a d  been 

charged with bruta l ly k i l l i n g  h i s  wife was n ow a free man 
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4 Robin s. Sharma 

- o r  as free as h i s  c l u ttered consci e n ce wou ld  l et h i m  

be.  

My own education that summer was a r ich one.  It was 

fa r more than a lesson on how to ra ise a reasonable doubt 

where none existed - any lawyer worth h is  salt cou ld  do 

that. This was a lesson in  the psychology of wi nn ing  and 

a ra re opportun ity to watch a master i n  actio n .  I soaked 

it up l i ke a sponge.  

At J u l i a n 's i nvitat ion, I stayed on at the fi rm as a n  asso

ciate, and a lasting friendsh ip qu ickly developed between 

us.  I wi l l  admit that he wasn 't the easiest lawyer to work 

with . Serv ing as his j u n ior  was often an exercise in frus

tration ,  lead i n g  to more tha n  a few late-n ight  shout ing 

m atches.  I t  was tru ly  h i s  way or  the h i g hway. Th is  man 

cou ld never be wrong . H owever, beneath h is  crusty exte

rior was a person who clea rly ca red a bout people .  

No matter how busy he  was,  h e  wou l d  a lways ask 

a bout Jenny, the woma n  I sti l l  ca l l  "my bride" even 

though we were ma rried before I went to law schoo l .  On 

fi nd ing  out from a n other summer  i ntern that I was i n  a 

fi nanc ia l  sq ueeze, J u l i a n  a rra nged for me to receive a 

generous scho larsh ip .  Sure,  he cou l d  p lay h a rdba l l  with 

the best of them, and sure,  he  loved to have a wild t ime, 

but he never neglected h is  friends. The rea l  problem was 

that J u l ia n  was obsessed with work. 

For the fi rst few yea rs he  j u stified h i s  long h o u rs by 

saying that he was "doing it for the good of the fi rm," and 

that he  p l a n n ed to take a month off a n d  go to the 

Caymans "next winter for sure." As t ime passed, however, 
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